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Albuquerque Public Schools

33rd largest district in the US

89 elementary schools

60 Title I elementary schools

MR funded through Title I,
not a part of the APS Math Department

13 active Math Recovery teachers
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K-5 Math PD in APS:
Background

APS supports two K-5 curricula (EM & INV)

Math Leader @ each ES

Instructional Coach @ each ES

MLs & ICs attend 3-4 trainings/year

MLs & ICs co-facilitate district math
in services

06-07 & 07-08 in services: curriculum

K-5 Math PD in APS:
2008-2009

focus for the year: number

incorporate ideas from Add+Vantage MR

create a train-the-trainer session that can be
replicated at a district in service

make the training grade-level specific

make the curriculum a part of the training,
but not the focus
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Symbolic

NUMBER

Verbal

“five”

Quantitative
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Introducing the Model

Exploring the Model:
What We Know

look at the aspects one at a time:
1) verbal, 2) symbolic, 3) quantitative

brainstorm what one aspect looks like at
each grade level band (K-1, 2-3, 4-5)

focus is on the learning trajectory



4

Exploring the Model:
What It Looks Like

video clips of children doing tasks that
highlight one aspect

take notes on what the kids are
doing/questions that the video brings up

follow-up discussion based on questions
from teachers’ notes

brainstorm a general list of activities that
might develop/support understanding

look for supporting activities for the aspect
being discussed in the curriculum (Everyday
Math or Investigations)

Exploring the Model:
Curriculum Connections
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Feedback from Teachers
able to see that more attention is given to
some aspects in the curriculum

new idea: counting from numbers other than
one/counting in the upper grades

time spent making curriculum connections

those who’d had AVMR Course 1 appreciated
time to deepen understanding

Feedback from Teachers

technology issues

facilitation issues

not all grade levels had video examples

need training that is more specifically tied
to using the curriculum
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Feedback from Facilitators

move away from curriculum/data focus

focus on how mathematical understanding
develops

video clips very helpful

participants who’d taken Course 1 added a
lot to the discussion

Feedback from Facilitators

technology problems

quality of initial training varied, & affected
quality of in service facilitation

ICs who later took Course 1 commented
that it should have come first
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Next Steps
All Instructional Coaches (89) subsequently
took AVMR Course 1
(Title II funds)

50 ICs have also taken AVMR Course 2
(schools paid for this training)

Exxon-Mobil and Title I stimulus funds will
be used to provide AVMR training

MR training for intervention specialists:
need established by training

Contact Information

• Megan Kidwell
kidwell@aps.edu

• Kellie Merrill
kelliecatania@yahoo.com


